
From: Steven Polunsky_SC [mailto:Steven.Polunsky_SC@senate.state.tx.us]  

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2013 2:03 PM 

To: President 

Subject: SB 1333 (Cotton Belt Rail Improvement District) 
 

Thank you for your inquiry. Below are some points about the proposed Cotton Belt rail district.  

 

Steven Polunsky, Director 

Senate Committee on Business and Commerce 

Senator John Carona, Chair 

http://www.senate.state.tx.us/cmte/TxLegeBC 



SB 1333 amends the Transportation Code to create a Rail Improvement District 

for the Cotton Belt Corridor. 

This special district does not create a new transit authority, engage in eminent 

domain, circumvent local land use, replace local control of TIF zones, or levy taxes 

unilaterally. 

The committee substitute removes Fort Worth and the cities to the west and now 

covers 30 miles from Plano to DFW Airport, passing through 7 cities, 3 counties, 

and 2 Universities on an existing right of way. 

The substitute includes new language improving public involvement.  

The project sponsors offer this information:  

o The vehicle that will be used is a new design LRNT (light rail new technology) vehicle. 

Because of the need to run in a rail corridor that also includes freight service a Federal 

Railroad Administration (FRA) compliant vehicle is required. The LRNT is very similar 

to LRV (light rail vehicle) except that it is built to Federal Railroad Administration crash 

worthiness standards. The overall size of the vehicle is very similar to LRV and it 

complies with EPA Tier 4 emission requirements; does not create any noise or vibration 

levels that exceed LRV; and is a very modern sleek design. This is the same vehicle 

design that the community accepted in 2006 and is similar to the one operating in Denton 

County. DART has mandated that a vehicle of this type be used on the Cotton Belt and 

The T has agreed to do adopt the same vehicle.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.senate.state.tx.us/cmte/TxLegeBC


Further, this language has been added to the bill:  

 

Sec. 5010.110 RAIL FACILITIES (a) The Transit Authority or Authorities or their 

assignees shall, consistent with a final agreement with the District and with standards and 

practices employed by such Authorities, using funds derived from the District, or any other 

lawful source, including grant funding: 

(i) design, construct, operate, and maintain infrastructure associated with commuter rail 

operations in the Cotton Belt Corridor;  

(ii) ensure that the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of the commuter rail 

operations incorporates (1) rail vehicle technology that meets the Transit Authorities’ standards 

for propulsion, emissions, noise, and vibration, (2) appropriate aesthetic considerations, 

including landscaping, (3) appropriate berms and/or sound walls, (4) grade crossing technology 

that optimizes traffic operation efficiency, and (5) appropriate community recreation 

improvements within the District boundaries such as hike and bike trails; 

(iii) conduct public meetings during the design phase and prior to beginning construction 

to explore appropriate innovative engineering and mitigation solutions, identify revenue and 

financial opportunities to enable the solutions, and ensure public input into the project definition; 

and 

(iv) subject to applicable trackage rights agreements, operate and maintain all aspects of 

the commuter rail service in the Cotton Belt Corridor. 

 


