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Good Neighbors  

An old Czechoslovakian proverb says “A good neighbor increases the value of your property.” In 

Prestonwood, we talk a lot about maintaining the worth of our homes. And we look to our               

neighbors, as well as to ourselves, to perform the maintenance and updating required to ensure 

Prestonwood’s continued value.   

But isn’t our obligation to one another about more than property? Over the past weeks, I have 

received numerous complaints and requests for intervention that could have – and should have – 

been easily resolved through neighbor-to-neighbor communication. Barking dogs, one neighbor 

walking in another’s grass, street parking in front of homes, placement of bulky trash, and more … 

100 percent of the emails and calls could have been handled by raising the issue person-to-

person in a peaceful, friendly fashion.  

I live between good neighbors on both sides, but that isn’t a result of luck. It’s because we’ve 

worked to get to know each other, exercised tolerance and found ways to compromise and deal 

with fences, parking, mailboxes and barking dogs. I’m sure we’ve all bitten our tongues many 

times over the years. 

Every resident of Prestonwood will benefit from knowing the neighbors.  Do you know yours? If 

not, find an opportunity to have a conversion and then make time to talk to them once in a while – 

even for a few minutes with grocery bags in your arms. Respect their generational and cultural 

differences. Raise issues and, when possible, knock on your neighbor’s door with a suggested 

solution to a perceived problem.  

We are fortunate to live in a beautiful neighborhood. Good neighbors are a no-cost asset that can 

make Prestonwood even better. I hope I’m a good neighbor and I hope you’ll ask yourself if you’re 

one, too.  

I wish each of you cool breezes and low air conditioning bills during these dog days of summer.  

Chic Henderson 

Prestonwood HOA President  
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Homeowners Association/PID 

Meeting on November 15 at  

Brentfield Elementary at 7 pm–  

Come hear about the shopping center at 

Arapaho and  Meadowcreek, get a           

Cotton Belt update meet with                               

Councilwoman Greyson 



Prestonwood Security/Safety Report YTD  

Want to check ongoing 

statistics on crime? Try                    

DallasAreaWatch.com 

where the City of Dallas 

posts information by 

neighborhood!  

Incident Type Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 

Valid Burglar Alarm  0 0 0 0 0 0 

False Burglar Alarm 9 9 7 7 6 17 

Traffic Stops 3 1 2 1 2 2 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 5 4 6 11 7 13 

Disturbance 5 9 4 11 5 3 

Curfew Violations 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Truancy Violations 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Traffic Accidents 0 0 1 1 1 0 

Parking Violations 1 2 2 0 1 0 

Solicitors 7 2 2 1 2 7 

Lost Animal Calls 4 1 1 1 2 2 

Open Garage 9 2 7 10 9 6 

Out of Town House Checks 29 26 33 41 31 51 

Theft Offenses 0 1 1 0 0 0 

Burglary of Homes 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Burglary of Motor Vehicles 1 1 1 2 0 1 

Attempted Burglary 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vandalism 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Miscellaneous  8 7 5 11 7 12 

Total Incidents 81 66 72 97 73 115 
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Don’t Forget…  If you’re planning to travel, let our PID officers know so they can keep 

an eye on your home! Call  972-333-3441.  

Notes on the individual incidents: 

4/27 - Report of Burglary of a Motor Vehicle (BMV) and Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle (UUMV) at 6535 
Wickerwood. Suspect enter a Toyota vehicle and stole a purse.  Suspect then found a key inside the purse 
that belonged to a Subaru that was also at the location.  The suspect then used the key to steal the Subaru.  
Complainant heard his car alarm and saw the suspect hit a parked car at 6518 Wickerwood as he was fleeing.  

Suspect is a Latin male wearing a grey hoodie sweatshirt. 

4/28 - Report of BMV at 15803 Bluefire Ct.  Suspect entered unlocked vehicle and took a radar detector. 

5/5– Report of UUMV of a GMC Denali from 6004 Calm Meadow. Happened overnight while the vehicle was 
parked in the street. The vehicle was recovered at 5800 Preston View in an apartment parking lot. Nothing 

was taken from the vehicle.  

6/2– BMB reported at 6019 Twin Coves. Door left unlocked– nothing missing. 

6/10– Theft of 2011 Cadillac from 16319 Sunset Valley. Occurred between 2 pm and 9 pm. 

6/27– Rock thrown through a window at 6320 Misty Trail. 

6/28– Disorderly conduct arrest at 6410 Red Pine. 

 



 
Mom’s Group / Mom’s Night Out  
Carrie Farrell (farrell.carrie@gmail.com) and Katie Tom (katharine.tom@gmail.com) 
A wonderful opportunity for mothers in our neighborhood to meet, regardless of the school your child(ren) attend(s) or 
will attend. Monthly mom’s night out occurs either at someone’s home or a restaurant. Open to any person who fills the 
role of “Mom”— open to men and women. Join the Facebook group Prestonwood HOA Moms. 
 

The Restaurant Group                                                                         Chick Flick Tuesdays 
Call Diane Klein: 972-386-3828                                                              Call Danna Dunn: 972-233-0561 
New places, old favorites, it’s dinner out! 3rd Friday each month.         4th Tuesday of each month for fun for the ladies! 
 

Prestonwood Cycling Club                                                                   Prestonwood Book Club 
Call Bill Parker: 972-381-9963 or Jan DeMeulder: 972-866-0586              Call Liz Haberman: 972-239-0077 or                           
Dust off those gears and get moving!                                                    emailhabermanliz@gmail.com for fine reading,               
                                                                                                           good conversation, new friends. 
Prestonwood Wine Tasters 
 Call Karen Yocum at 972-386-8036. With this large, diverse group you are sure to connect and have fun! It’s not just 
about wine. First Friday of the month. 
   

Future Panthers Parent Group                                                  Brentfield WeeCats Moms Club 
Email futurepanthers@pwepta.org of Future Panthers Facebook   Register by sending an email to                                                    
For preschoolers who will attend Prestonwood Elementary.            wcmcmembership@gmail.com 
PWE Website is www.pwepta.org                                                For preschoolers who will be attending Brentfield.   
 

Prestonwood Homeowners Association Facebook Page- www.facebook.com/groups/PrestonwoodHOA 
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What is a PID and why is it            

important to Prestonwood? 

The Prestonwood Public Improvement District (PPID) was first established in 1997 and renewed in 2004 and 2011. The 

Prestonwood area consists of approximately 1,031 residential properties. The Prestonwood Homeowners Association      

manages the PID. The general nature of the service and improvements provided by the PID are to enhance security and 

other security related improvement and other activities that are approved by the Dallas City Council. The PID is managed by 

the Prestonwood Homeowners Association, a voluntary homeowners association. 

 

The current PID term runs until December 31, 2018 with annual budget and assessment rate subject to a public hearing and 

City Council approval.  

The 2016 assessment rate for the property in the Prestonwood PID was 

$0.08250 per $100.00 of value. Assessments will be carried out in accordance 

with procedures stipulated in Chapter 372 of the Texas Local Government 

Code.  

DID YOU KNOW… Our PID officers were recently given a raise of $2 so we 

pay $35 per hour— less than surrounding areas but we still have some 

very loyal patrol officers.  We upgraded their phones in November 2015 

and have close to 24 hour patrol because our PID is earmarked to provide 

safety for our neighborhood  keeping us close to crime-free!  

http://www.prestonwood.net/PID


Prestonwood Homeowners Association * P.O. Box 795682  * Dallas, TX 75379 * www.prestonwood.net  

We NEED you!  
There are still many streets without a designated block 

captain— we need your help to reach out to your                 

neighbors, both HOA members and non-members.               

Contact Ellen Leinoff Ennis at 214.207.8262 or 

elle411@gmail.com to sign up for this important role. You 

can serve your own block or choose one that hasn’t been 

claimed yet. The job entails simply occasionally knocking 

on doors to let neighbors know about important issues facing Prestonwood like 

our upcoming PID renewal.  

WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS!  

We currently have 578 HOA members as of early 

July and during the summer, we’ve had MANY new 

neighbors arrive. Help us spread the word. If 

you’re not new to the neighborhood, but new to 

the HOA, we want you to join, too! Check online at www.Prestonwood.net for 

more info on how your voluntary $75 membership has HUGE returns from      

landscaping to safety and more.  

                                 

 

Sandy Akright, CRS, ABR    www.sandyakright.com 

Cell: 972-672-5024          Ebby Halliday Realtors  

"Best Real Estate Agents in Dallas" featured in                                   
D Magazine 2007 - 2016 
Texas Monthly Five Star Professional 2013-2017 

tel:%28214%29%20207-8262
mailto:elle411@gmail.com
http://www.sandyakright.com


 

Dallas County Health and Human Services (DCHHS) is committed to protecting the health 
and welfare of the communities we serve from mosquitoes and vector-borne disease.            
Residents experiencing a mosquito problem may call 214-819-2115 
or www.dallascounty.org/department/hhs/westnile.html  to set up a free service request. 

 Mosquito Season 
There are more than 40 mosquito species in Dallas County.  While mosquitoes can be    
active year round, generally, mosquito season is from May to November.  During the            

winter Culex quinquefasciatus overwinter as adults in sheltered areas while Aedes species overwinter as 
eggs in flood prone environments.  Seasonally, with warm temperatures and proper water conditions, these 
species developed or emerge from their winter habitats.  It is during the summer months when the risk of 
mosquito-borne disease transmission is greatest from July-August. 

What is West Nile virus? 
West Nile virus (WNV) is a disease that is spread by the bite of an              
infected mosquito. Mosquitoes become infected when they feed on the 
blood from infected birds. 

The infected mosquitoes can then transmit WNV to humans and              
animals. West Nile disease can vary in severity. People over 50 years of 
age have the highest risk of severe disease. 

Severe WNV infections can cause neurologic complications such as             
encephalitis. Milder symptoms include fever, headache and muscle 
aches. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about WNV  

• Is it contagious? No. WNV is not spread through contact from person to person or from animal to        
person. 

• How is it diagnosed? Diagnosis of WNV requires a special blood test. Anyone who experiences             
symptoms of severe WNV illness should see a physician as soon as possible. 

• What is the treatment? There is no specific treatment for WNV infection. Patients receive supportive 
medical care and rehabilitation if needed. 

• What if I’m not experiencing any symptoms? Most infected people will show no symptoms.                    
Symptoms typically  develop between 3 to 14 days after a mosquito bite. 

 

A few tips for being mosquito free for your home and yard? 

• Remove stagnant water– check plants, gutters, toys left out on the lawn, garbage cans and kiddie 

pools. Don’t worry about your normal pool— it’s chlorinated and filtered. 

• Use natural repellents– Citronella candles with geraniol are effective in a 15 inch by 15 inch area.              

Certain plants such as creeping lemon thyme, lavender and catnip deter the bugs. Try enticing birds who 

eat mosquitos with a feeder with sunflower seeds.  
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July 4th Parade  
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Campbell Green Rec Center  www.DallasParks.org/facilities                                                                            

Brentfield PTA                      www.BrentfieldPTA.org 

Prestonwood PTA                  www.pwepta.org 

Parkhill Jr High PTA              www.parkhillpta.org 

Westwood Jr High PTA     www.westwoodpta.org  

JJ Pearce High School PTA    www.jjpearcepta.org 

Richardson High School PTA   www.rhspta.org  

Dallas City Hall                      www.dallascityhall.com 

Dallas Public Libraries           www.dallaslibrary.com 

Kids Eat Free list                   www.mykidseatfree.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You probably have seen the flags lining our 
streets on special holidays. Ever wonder who 

puts them up? The Rotary Club of Prestonwood!  

Neighbors can contact them and for a low fee of $60 
(you can deduct $50 since they are a tax exempt            
organization) they will display the U.S. flag on five 
national holidays (Memorial Day, Flag Day,                  
Independence Day, Labor Day and Veterans Day). 
3’x5’ Flags are delivered by Friday morning and 
picked up by Tuesday, weather permitting. They            
install a plastic sleeve with cap into the ground near 
your front curb and when they deliver, the flag is 
mounted on a 10’ pole.  

This Flag Lease Program is the primary fundraiser for 
the Prestonwood Rotary Club to support its programs, 
which provide health, humanitarian, and youth service 
programs throughout our community. 

Their Flag Program also offers service projects for 
Scouting and youth groups that can financially                  
support them as they assist with the set up and            
removal of the flags on each holiday. 

Proceeds from the Flag Program go to the                        
Prestonwood Rotary Foundation in support of many 
projects, including Prestonwood Elementary School, 
The Amelia Earhart Learning Center, Challenge Air 
for Kids, and Vogel Alcove learning center. The                
Prestonwood Rotary Club also hosts annual award 
luncheons to honor local police officers and                
firefighters. 
 
For more information, contact them at: 
Robin Lott, Program Chairperson,                            
Bill Persefield, Program Co-Chair 
Phone: (972) 544-7399 
E-mail: flags@prestonwoodrotaryclub.org 

mailto:flags@prestonwoodrotaryclub.org


Are drones legal?  
In 2012, Congress passed the Federal Aviation Administration Modernization and Reform Act. At 
the time, the worry was that government sluggishness would get in the way of innovative uses for 
small aircraft. Congress knew that companies would want them for short aerial deliveries, police  
departments would need them for search and rescue, and university researchers could use them 
for any manner of research into animal behavior, Native American cliff art and so on. What about 
our own neighborhood? Have you seen a drone in the area perhaps from a real estate company or 
friendly teen? Are they legal?  
 

The short answer is they’re legal… but someone else can not use them to check your private   
property.  
 
Congress gave the FAA more than three years to create a system. The agency took the entire time 
and introduced its Registration and Marking Requirements for Small Unmanned Aircraft in            
December 2015. It requires all small unmanned aircraft, those weighing more than 0.55 pounds, to 
be registered with the feds. It says that failure to register an aircraft “may result in regulatory and 
criminal sanctions. The FAA may assess civil penalties up to $27,500. Criminal penalties include 
fines of up to $250,000 and/or imprisonment for up to three years.” 
 
The FAA as of 2015 treats unmanned drones the same way as airplanes and helicopters.             
Enforcement is spotty but local police assure us that use of a drone that invades your private space 
is illegal  though you would have to knock down the drone for proof. With the FAA estimating one 
million drones sold in 2016 alone, that’s a pretty low rate of registration. If you are worried about 
drone use and can identify the user, consider talking with them to ensure they understand the legal 
ramifications. If the activity continues, call 9-1-1 and report it as suspicious behavior on their non-
emergency line.  If you are a drone operator, keep the following tips in mind:  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/12/16/2015-31750/registration-and-marking-requirements-for-small-unmanned-aircraft
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Contact Kristine Schwope at kschwope@hotmail.com to submit your story  
ideas for future newsletters that impact our neighbors. We want to include   
info you interests you so let us know your interests! Our issues come out 
in March, June, October and December and submission is 30 days in              
advance so don’t delay in sending your thoughts. Check out past archives 
online at www.Prestonwood.net under Newsletters. 
 
 
 
Our advertising is              
affordable ($100 per         

issue or $75 per issue if your business commits to multiple 
issues through the year) for a business card size ad. It 
reaches over 1,000 homes and 500 HOA members and it 
helps defray the cost of the newsletter printing which 
means more money for other  projects. You can download 
the sign up and see our policies online at 
www.Prestonwood.net  under Newsletters and Newsletter Ads. Payment can be made to Prestonwood 
Homeowners Association and mailed to PHA, P.O. Box 795682, Dallas, TX 75379. Thank you to all those 
businesses who advertise with us!  

Next issue will include: 

• Updated statistics on crime, property values and current 

membership 

• Pictures from Neighbor Night Out/Movie in the Park  

• Updates on Midtown (the old Valley View)  

 

 SAVE THE DATE  

 

Join your neighbors  (members and non-members are both       

welcome!) for a FUN night out on Saturday, October 14 at 

Sandydale Park. More details will be send electronically but if you’d 

like to help, contact Jodie Savage at  JoeDSavage@iCloud.com. 

There are also sponsorship opportunities to cover the food,               

entertainment and more in case your company is interested in a 

great way to connect with our neighbors.  


